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TREASURER’S ADVANCE — ADDITIONAL FUNDING 

7. Mr B.S. WYATT to the Treasurer: 

(1) Can the Treasurer confirm that the Department of Health will require an additional $250 million this 
financial year? 

(2) Can he confirm that the Department of Corrective Services will require an extra $41 million this 
financial year? 

(3) Can he advise how much additional funding he will be seeking by way of the Treasurer’s advance this 
financial year? 

(4) Can he confirm that while he seeks this extra money, the Minister for Regional Development will be 
spending $120 million on yet to be announced projects by 30 June? 

Mr T.R. BUSWELL replied:  

It is lovely to be back. I was just trying to look in the midyear review because I am pretty sure that some of those 
figures are confirmed in the midyear review. 

(1) We will deal with health first. Clearly, there are budget pressures in the Department of Health. I do not 
think that one would have to be Einstein to work that out. There were budget pressures in the health 
department last year, the year before that, the year before that and for as far back as I can obtain 
information from people. How that will eventually manifest itself in additional funding is still being 
determined. As the former Treasurer would know, this is an ongoing battle that we in the central agency 
of Treasury have with the health department. There are some significant issues around health. Last year 
the rate of expense growth in the health department was over 12 per cent; the year before, the rate of 
expense growth in the health department was over 12 per cent. If we do not rein in the rate of growth of 
spending in the health department, in six or seven years we will have to double every state tax just to 
keep the health department in cash. We will keep working on that. The answer to the first part of the 
question is: no, I cannot confirm that it is $250 million. 

(2) Can I confirm that additional funding will be provided to the Department of Corrective Services? Yes, 
because we put people in prison and the prison muster has increased significantly. When we put people 
behind bars, we want to feed them, we want to look after them and we want to make sure that they get 
training programs as they pass through. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Members! 

Mr T.R. BUSWELL: We are pretty proud of that outcome. Do we have to fund it? Yes, we do. What were the 
third and fourth parts of the question? 

Mr B.S. Wyatt: How much of the Treasurer’s advance — 

Mr T.R. BUSWELL: I will answer that. 

(3) That bill will be brought into Parliament, and when it is brought in, as has been the case every single 
year, the member will find out about it. He should not lose too much sleep, but rest assured that it will 
come along and be delivered.  

What was the fourth part of the question? 

Mr B.S. Wyatt: Your Minister for Regional Development’s $120 million slush fund. 

Mr T.R. BUSWELL: This is the answer — 

(4) No, the Minister for Regional Development is doing an excellent job of administering the royalties for 
regions program. In fact, I am off later this week to Karratha to partake in the largesse—not the largesse 
but the generous support—that he is providing to the Pilbara! I suspect that when I go there, hot on my 
heels will be the fellow from Port Hedland. Royalties for regions is a great program. On this side of the 
house we support it because there has been a historic underinvestment in regional Western Australia 
and we are trying to fix it. 

 


